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CROGHAN HOUSE
or Schenley House or Picnic Place
: Stanton Heights
Pitisburgh, Allegheny County
Pennsgylvania

Owners Not given.

Date of FErection: 1817; additions in 18,0's,

Architect gnd Bullder: No record.

Present Condition: Good.

Number of Storieg: Three.

Materials of Construection: Stone end brick.

Other Existing Recordst See text.

Additional Deta: OSee following pages.




of Western Pennsylvania.

"who was borm in Kentucky, soen of Major William Cé¥ghan who cama'

‘the marriage he went to Loudon, whegre he gound his daughter to ‘be

~his wife's father, Croghan was. extremely wealthy-_ His first s

“year hée obiained a promise from them ta come te Amaricag ané te‘m'”
;  their home wlth him in Pittaburgh._ L
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The recorded history of this struoture deals mainly with the
ropance surrounding the elopement of Croghan's dauzhter with
Gaptain schenley, and it has been very difficult to get any
autthoritative data dealing directly with fthe building.,

Although Schenley had nothing to do with the building of the
house and only lived in it a year or so, 1t has always been known
as the $#S8chenley Houss",or, as (roghan named i%t,"Pionio Place.”

A brief account of the family, history follows/ 1he'matéria1'
wag gotten from the books and newpaper clippings contained in the
Carnegle Library's "Pennsylvaania Room" and the Historical baeiety o

" The property was originally owned by General (!'Hara who-aama- _
to Fort Pitt in 1773. He held many offices of importance undex
Washington améng whioh was Quartermaster General of the United =
States Army. His daughter, HNary, married Williaim Croghan, Jrey

to rort Pitt with Colonel John Neville in 1782._

William Croghan, Jr. after his marriage with Mary O'Hara in ~
1821, made his permanent home in Pittsburgh. Shortly after the
birth of their only child, Mary slizabeth, Mrs. Croghan dled. -
It seems that about this time, tUroghan was bduilding a home on 5
Black Horze Hill (now Stanton Heights) which he callsed "Picnio House"
and thls we assume Yo be the rsar or stone portion containing tha '
Ball HRoom. This wonld place the éate of it at about 1886. :

He was paessionately devoted %o hzs daughter. With the idea of f
giving her the best education available, he gent lher at the age oFf
17 to Miss McLeod's sc¢hool on Staten lsland. Here she met Gaptain j-:
Edward W. H.Schenley, 50 yeare old and a widowsr for the seeond time,:
and fell in love with hik., Her father refused to consent to heyr - ,
marriage with an ERglish army officer. They thereupan eloped and W
married in 1842, immeéiately leaving for Englando_ : ,"

The news of his daughter B elopement caused her father ta faint
and brought on an illness ®hich nearly took his 1ife. 4° year T

happy and he became somewhat reconeciled.. He: found +them in poo ﬁ;w'“
cumstances. As he had inherited vast real estate holdings from

o buy his son-in~law a handsome London homee. After a visit of
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Croghan then returned to ¥ittsburgh, and immediately sed
to work to build a mansion which whwould be a replics of their
London home, It is said that the drawings for it were prepared
in EBngland. He soon completed the house, which we assume to
be the brick gr front portion and at that time continued the
two-8tory porch around one side of the original or sione por=-
tion. This would make the date of the second building about
1845. :

Yhe Schenley's did not comply with their promise until
hbout five or six years after Croghan's return, They then came
to Ameriea (about 1848) with three children and a retinue of
servants. They stayed only a year or two, when due to the
persuasion of schenley who found life in the American back
country too tedious in spite of the elaborate living facilities,
stables and socdhl 1ife furnished, they returned to fingland,

_ GrOghan died one year later, on September 22 1850, it is
said,of & broken heart.

Deadeﬂ%nts of the servants who came from sngland have occu-
pied the bullding until this day. Otherwise it has been left

untenanted although all of the furnishings remained intact until
February 1931, when most of them were sold off.

Aﬁpro?ed .o-o%ﬁ%o-.o..ooooo.---‘%’o

Charles M. Stotz, Distréct Officer

 Above m#terial collected by bistriet Officer.
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The structure aga it now stands has been sudbjected %o
almogt no alteration gince its ereotion., Yhe Ddrick piers
which support the porch were supplied in modern times and
replace the wooden voric columnsg which originally occnp%d
that position am may be seen from early photograpgs of “he
house,.

ihe eutbuildings, barn, smoke~house, stadbles,etc,are
still standing and 1@n fairly good state of preservation.

The original planting has disappeared, partly due to tha:
fact that the building is now surrounded on three Bides Dby
g g0lf course. Newspaper articles refer to a thewva and 1ilac
hedge whioh originally bordered the entrance drive. There :
wag also a conservatory bshind the stone wing which has totally

disappesared.

, The dmtes of the two buildings, as will be seen by examiﬁé*'-
tion of the histewical dats , are extwemely hard to fix with .
any certainty. : ' '

‘ The stone wing ie unquestionadly earlier and has a distinet-

ly higher quslity of design. The columns in the ball-room are of
wood and the edsborately carved capitale are of wood. One of the
codumn shafts is of cast iron. We assume that it was laterinstalled
to replace a wood one, The windows which serve as entrances to the -
three bed rooms are very ingeniously constructed. The lower eash
glides into the wall to the side and reveals & door which swings

in & normal manner., The chandelier is a little out of sc¢cale with
the room as is slso the plaster ceiling ornsment,but is a beaktiful

“thing in itself.

I1f this stone wing wae built first as s self—eontalned uni
it seems rather curious that it should consist ﬁfﬂﬁﬁi[if of ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
a £all HBoom and Oval Heoeption Boom with three rather inaccessible.
bed-rooms and servants' quarters below.  From its name “Pionic Hiusge
it would almost seem to have been intended for entertainment alone.

ghen the briok portion wss added, the connection was effected
in & way which produces one long axis through the two buildings as
will Be seen by referring to the plan. The new two story porch was '
carried down one side of the stone wing and the stone wall frﬁnting
on the porch was plastered on both ground and upper floors.

M. Stz
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